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Executive Summary

The nonhomogeneous nature of development priorities and needs of diverse genders and sub
populations has over the years inspired SAYWHAT to invest in gender specific enquiry and solution
focused dialogues. This embedded vision has resulted in the organisation hosting the Web for Life
Network Symposiums as a precursor to the National Students’ Conference (NSC) and the Southern
African Regional Students’ and Youth Conference (SARSYC). The 14" edition of the National
Students’ Conference likewise hosted the Web for Life Network Symposium on the 5 of December
2024 with the theme #STARS! Empowering Girls’ Future. The theme aligned with the conference
theme ‘Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) - Transforming health and education
outcomes’ emphasizing the importance of creating environments where girls and young women,
can thrive and achieve their full potential.

The objectives of the Web for Life Network Symposium were: -

®  Totake stock on the progress made to implement 2023 Web for Life Symposium
commitments and the 2024 regional Web for Life commitments made in Botswana.
To create a platform that will allow inclusive and diverse sensitive conversations on a broad
range of young women’s needs in institutions of higher learning, tapping on intersectionality
with other socio-economic factors that shape young women’s development.
To inspire the cocreation of a Web for Life strategic plan and roadmap for 2025 informing
interventions and campaigns implementation.
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To realise the objectives of the symposium the program was designed around panel presentations
that interface with key panellists. The panellists’ sessions focused on young women’s SRH needs,
socio-economic challenges, mental health, institutional support and regional integration and
impact. By the end of the Symposium members of the Web for Life Network developed 5 directional
and programmatic steps for 2025.
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The 2024 Web for Life Network Symposium represents a strategic intervention in addressing
systematic challenges facing young women and girls in Zimbabwe's higher education sector.
Building on advocacy momentum from 2024’s key initiatives - including the Criminal Laws
Amendment, institutional sexual harassment campaigns, the Asingade Campaign, and strategic
advocacy for enhanced family planning financing - the symposium employed an interconnected
framework methodology to evaluate progress and chart future directions. According to Zimbabwe
Demographic and Health Survey Zimbabwe’s has 33.3% pregnancy/childbirth rate among females
aged 1519 which underscores the urgency of the symposium’s mandate. The event’s
multi-stakeholder approach, involving institutional leaders, public health experts, and student
advocates, facilitated a comprehensive examination of intersecting challenges across sexual and
reproductive health, socioeconomic barriers, mental health support systems, and regional
integration mechanisms. This report details the symposium's findings, strategic recommendations,
and implementation frameworks developed to address these critical challenges that young women
face in Zimbabwe’s educational landscape.

‘2.0 Panel Discussons and Keynote Insights

The symposium was co-hosted by two vibrant female students namely, Alexa Sumbureru (Web for
Life Network Activist) and Miah Tsinakwadi (National Coordinating Committee Chairperson)
bringing together speakers and participants to discuss pressing issues affecting the health and
education of young women.
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2.1 Sexual and Reproductive Health Panel Discussion

The first panel discussion featured distinguished speakers including Aunty Rejoice Makawa from
Issues Pane Nyaya and Euchenia Chifamba, founder of Shamwari Yemwanasikana. The session
focused intensively on sexual and reproductive health, with particular emphasis on empowering
young women to make informed decisions about their bodies and relationships. The panellists
addressed crucial topics such as the stigma surrounding sexual health practices and the importance
of distinguishing between emotional attachment and sexual decisions. They emphasized the
fundamental right of young women to exercise bodily autonomy and make conscious choices about
their sexual health.

2.2 Socioeconomic Challenges Panel Discussion

The second panel brought together a diverse group of experts including Victoria James from WHO's
Stop TB initiative, Nyasha Muzadzi from Girl Up Zimbabwe, Opportunity Makanga of Mwanasikana
Wanhasi. The session expanded the discussion to encompass broader socioeconomic challenges
facing young women. Particularly noteworthy was the examination of poverty's impact on women's
advancement, the burden of unpaid care work, and the paradoxical situation of women's limited
access to land ownership in Zimbabwe's agro-based economy.

3.1. Mental Health and Institutional Support

Mental health emerged as a critical theme throughout the symposium, with speakers highlighting
the prevalence of unreported sexual abuse cases and the urgent need for comprehensive support
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systems. The discussion revealed the importance of creating non-judgmental spaces where young
women can seek help and share their experiences. Educational institutions' responses to these
challenges were scrutinized, with particular attention paid to the engagement of institutional
leadership and the implementation of monitoring and evaluation systems to address issues such as
date rape and campus harassment.

3.2. The importance of CSE and equitable access to health and education services

The symposium built significantly upon insights gained from the Southern Africa Regional Students
and Youth Conference (SARSYC), emphasizing the crucial intersection of public health and
education. Discussions highlighted how equitable access to these services, combined with
comprehensive sexuality education, plays a vital role in addressing the challenges faced by young
women in the region. The impact of socioeconomic factors on educational outcomes was
thoroughly examined, leading to meaningful discussions about potential interventions and
solutions.

The symposium concluded with a clear mandate for future action driven by the comprehensive
approach incorporating health, education, and socioeconomic factors. For continued advocacy and
action in 2025, the Web for Life Network recommended the following strategic directions: -
¢ The enhancement of research-based discussions.
¢ Effective utilization of social media for advocacy, and campaigns to normalize women's
health issues.
? The need for institutional reform with particular focus on strengthening reporting
mechanisms for abuse and developing more comprehensive support systems.
¢ The integration of health services, including TB awareness and prevention, improved access
to sexual and reproductive health services, and mental health support.

S—e Network 2023 Commitment

The 2024 Web for Life Network Symposium served as an important platform to evaluate the tangible
impact of commitments made during the 2023 Web for Life gathering. One of the notable
achievements stems from the pledge to support adolescent mothers from farming communities in
Mashonaland Central who had discontinued their education due to teen pregnancy.

Through dedicated fundraising efforts, Web for Life Network successfully enabled adolescent
mothers to resume their educational journey. Two examples are Evidence and Blessing from
Mazowe, who were enrolled in Form 1 at a college in Glendale at the beginning of 2024 after Web for
Life fundraising efforts. This intervention exemplifies the core mission of Web for Life Network:
'Empowering Girls' Future!', including those from marginalized communities.

Evidence and Blessing’s success story demonstrates how targeted support can transform lives and
break the cycle of educational discontinuation as a result of limited sexual and reproductive health
access affecting young people from rural and farming communities. This outcome directly aligns
with the Web for Life symposium's broader objectives of creating inclusive platforms for young
women in education and addressing intersectional challenges that affect their development.
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Co-hosted by student leaders Alexa and Miah, the 2024 Web for Life Network Symposium brought
together notable speakers from development partners and Civil Society Organizations such as the
Stop TB Partnership, Girl Up Zimbabwe, and Shamwari Yemwanasikana, culminating in a clear
mandate for future action that emphasizes the intersection of health, education, and
socioeconomic factors in advancing young women's rights and well-being in educational institutions
across Zimbabwe. The symposium produced tangible outcomes including enhanced research-based
discussion frameworks, improved social media advocacy strategies, strengthened institutional
reporting mechanisms, and comprehensive health service integration plans. The insights and
recommendations emerging from the symposium will serve as valuable guidelines for addressing
the challenges facing young women in Zimbabwe's educational landscape, while providing a
foundation for expanded regional impact in 2025.
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