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Preamble
 
The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 
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Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.

 

Table of Contents 

 PREAMBLE            II
 ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS         III
 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY          IV
1.  INTRODUCTION           1
1.1.  ABOUT THE 14TH EDITION OF THE NSC: UNPACKING THE CONFERENCE THEME   1
2.  NATIONAL STUDENTS CONFERENCE DAY 1 PROCEEDINGS: SETTING THE TONE   2
2.1  THE 6TH EDITION OF THE ORATHON: TAKING GENDER JUSTICE WITH EVERY STRIDE  2
2.2.  THE 3RD EDITION OF THE SAYWHAT NATIONAL RESEARCH INDABA    3
2.2.1  OPENING REMARKS           4
2.2.2.  SRH PERSPECTIVE AND SUBMISSIONS BY THE MINISTRY OF HIGHER AND 
 TERTIARY EDUCATION, INNOVATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT  4
2.2.3  THE SWEDISH EMBASSY IN HARARE WORD TO THE STARS     4
2.2.4  ABSTRACT PRESENTATIONS         5
2.2.5  CLOSING REMARKS           7
2.3  FORUM OF COLLEGE AUTHORITIES ON STUDENTS SEXUAL REPRODUCTIVE 
 HEALTH (FOCASS)           7
2.3.1  MEMBERSHIP STRUCTURE DELIBERATIONS       9
2.4  MUGOTA/IXHIBA YOUNG MEN’S FORUM        9
2.5  WEB FOR LIFE NETWORK SYMPOSIUM        10
2.6  PAJAMA NIGHT PROCEEDINGS         11
2.6.1  SEXUAL HARASSMENT UNPACKED         11
2.6.2  PAJAMA NIGHT EDUTAINMENT         12
3.  NATIONAL STUDENTS CONFERENCE DAY 2 PROCEEDINGS: BUILDING ADVOCACY BLOCKS 13
3.1  PRE-HIGH-LEVEL MEETING NUGGETS: LAUNCH OF THE 3D CAMPAIGN    13
3.1.1.  SCREENING OF AN SRH-GBV-DSA THEMED SHORT FILM TRAILER: CHOICES 2   13
3.1.2  PROFILING OF DOBBA DON SONG LYRICS        13
3.1.3  ANTI-DRUG AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE DEBATE CLASH      13
3.1.4  KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE MINISTRY OF YOUTH EMPOWERMENT, 
 DEVELOPMENT AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING       14
3.1.5  PLENARY SESSION           15
3.2  THE HIGH-LEVEL POLICY ENGAGEMENT SESSION       15
3.2.1  WELCOME REMARKS          15
3.2.2  STUDENTS PLENARY: FEEDBACK FROM DAY 1 EXTRACTIVE SESSIONS    15
3.2.3  DECISION MAKER’S PLENARY         16
3.2.4  KEYNOTE ADDRESS FROM THE MINISTRY OF HIGHER AND TERTIARY 
 EDUCATION, INNOVATION SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY      17
3.2.5  KEYNOTE ADDRESS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF SOCIETY FOR AIDS IN AFRICA   17
3.2.6  VOTE OF THANKS           18
3.3  TRACK SESSIONS           18
3.3.1.  NCC CONSULTATIVE MEETING         18
3.3.2  ADVOCACY INTERFACE MEETING         19
3.3.3  THE GIRLS EDUCATION ADVOCACY IN THE REGION (GEAR) ALLIANCE MEETING  20
3.4 GREEN NIGHT            20
 NSC SURVEY            22
 

1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
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SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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Preamble
 
The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

Scholars, Academics and Development practitioners present at the Indaba 
- Professor J. Matunhu (MSU Lecturer, Director of Tugwi-Mukosi Multidisciplinary Research Institute and mentor of  
  the 2024 SAYWHAT Young Researchers Initiative Programme)
- Professor Dr. Choolwe (Professor of Political Economy and Global Health at the University of Amsterdam)
- Dr. J Kwaramba (University of Zimbabwe, Dean of Students)
- Dr. Rongedzayi Fambisayi (Extraordinary Research Fellow at Faculty of Law, Northwest University)
- Dr. Grant Murewanhema (NIH Fogarty UCGHI Global Fellow, Obstetrician, Gynecologist, Epidemiologist, and      
  Global Health Research Fellow)
- Mr. White Michael Wicking (Programs Officer form the Embassy of Sweden in Harare)
- Mr. Kapuma (Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Science and Technology Development)
- Mr. Leimann Kumbula, UZ Lecturer, specialist sonographer, fetal medicine, sub specialist implementation science  
  researcher

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
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Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

2.2.1 Opening Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director, Mr. Jimmy Wilford, opened the proceedings by emphasizing the 
transformative role of research in youth development and programming. His address highlighted the 
Indaba's significance in facilitating research-driven, youth-led innovations while nurturing researchers 
through mentorship. 

Wilford particularly emphasized the importance of youth-informed program design, critical research 
skill development, and the creation of adaptable interventions that effectively influence partner 
decision-making processes.

2.2.2. SRH perspective and Submissions by the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation,  
           Science and Technology Development

The Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation, Science and Technology Development 
representative, Mr. Kapuma, presented Education 5.0's comprehensive framework for improving 
student health outcomes. His address detailed the integration of teaching, research, community 
service, innovation, and industrialization. Kapuma emphasized the crucial role of Innovation Hubs in 
developing public health solutions, implementing advanced health technologies, and supporting 
student innovators. The Ministry's approach demonstrated a clear commitment to fostering youth-led 
research initiatives that address peer-specific health challenges while providing institutional support for 
student innovation.

2.2.3 The Swedish Embassy in Harare word to the STARs 

Mr. White Michael Wicking, Programs Officer from the Embassy of Sweden in Harare, delivered a 
compelling analysis of research's role in SRHR interventions. 

“I was re-energized and inspired to see artistic presentations on SRH as I was walking through this hall, this 
is refreshing and innovative”.

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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Preamble
 
The Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) National Students 
Conference (NSC) on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights is one of the organizational flagship 
events that is designed to be intentional in converting the unmet SRH needs of young people to be clear 
advocacy asks. Since the inaugural conference in 2006, SAYWHAT has created the NSC platform to be a 
conducive and safe space that connects young people’s health with other developmental priorities such 
as education, climate change, climate justice, leadership, and economic empowerment. The annual 
conferences have been characterized by the mantra that,

“The health of young people should be driven by young people, with young people and for young people.”

The NSC has had a tradition of creating a unique interface between young people and policy makers as 
well as policy influencers. Zimbabwe before 2006 had not witnessed a national platform with the ability 
to convert young people’s health aspirations into real health service delivery programs and practice. The 
conference has therefore become synonymous with the young people’s ideation and conceptualization 
of new and sustainable innovations in the development matrix of Zimbabwe.

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
GBV  Gender-Based Violence
FOCASS  Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
GEAR  Girls Education Advocacy in the Region 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICASA   International Conference on Aids and STIs in Africa 
LCC  Local Coordinating Committee
NSC   National Students Conference  
NCC  National Coordinating Committee 
PCC  Provincial Coordinating Committee 
PCS  Plenary Contributions and Suggestions  
PEP  Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
PPC   Parliamentary Portfolio Committee 
PreP  Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis
QFP   Question from Plenary
SARSYC  Southern African Regional Students and Youth Conference
SAYWHAT  Students And Youth Working on reproductive Health Action Team 
SIDA  Swedish International Development Corporation Agency
SRHR   Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights
SOP   Standard Operating Procedure
TB  Tuberculosis 
UNESCO  United Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO).
 

Researchers Initiative Program, SAYWHAT established a comprehensive framework for youth 
engagement. These "stars" - refer to exceptional student contributors who actively participated in 
policy discussions and health advocacy across local, provincial, and national levels throughout 2024. The 
NSC thus served as a platform for these youth leaders to identify gaps, strengthen engagement 
strategies, and facilitate solution-oriented discussions with various stakeholders and experts, ultimately 
advancing both public health and educational objectives through evidence-based policy modifications 
and collaborative approaches.

2. National Students Conference Day 1 Proceedings: Setting the Tone 

The National Students Conference designed Day 1 activities and interventions to play an extractive role 
thus collecting primary data, perceptions, and role proposals on a broad range of health and education 
matters that included climate justice and health, SRHR as well as the unique movement needs of the 
SAYWHAT membership driven agenda. In this context SAYWHAT

 launched the day by hosting the Orathon which is a marathon that celebrates the orange day to  
 eliminate Gender-Based Violence (GBV). 
 Convened the 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 
 Convened the Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health   
 (FOCASS)
 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
 Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women Symposium 

2.1 The 6th edition of the Orathon: Taking Gender Justice with every Stride 

The NSC launched its 6th edition Orathon, as part of the 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based 
Violence campaign. The event demonstrated strong participation across three race categories, each 
designed with symbolic significance for GBV awareness. 

 1. The 8km race, symbolizing shared gender responsibility in combating GBV, attracted 259   
     participants out of an expected 269, achieving a 96% participation rate. Anotida Mujuta   
     emerged victorious, completing the course in 36 minutes and 45 seconds. 
 2 The 16km race, representing individual commitment beyond the 16 Days of Activism, saw 30 out  
     of 33 expected participants complete the course (90%), with Beatrice Moyo winning with a time   
     of 1 hour, 1 minute, and 36 seconds. 
 3. The 21km race, commemorating SAYWHAT's 21 years of dedication to ending GBV, had 12 of 20  
     expected participants (60%) complete the course, with Patricia Dengu securing first place in 1  
     hour, 17 minutes, and 53 seconds.

Furthermore, the event's design incorporated strategic elements to maximize impact and engagement. 
Race routes converged at a central point, symbolizing unity in the fight against GBV. Exhibition points 
along the routes provided valuable GBV resources and information to participants. Post-race activities 
included engaging trampoline sessions with Coach Fay, where participants learned various moves 
including scissors, side, jumping jacks, and other techniques.                                           

The Zimbabwe Gender Commission's address, delivered by Virginia Muwanigwa, emphasized crucial 
aspects of the GBV campaign. The speech highlighted individual responsibility in preventing violence, 
acknowledged that violence affects all genders, and stressed the importance of utilizing constitutional 
and legal frameworks for protection. 

“Eliminating Gender Based Violence is not a single person’s responsibility and neither is it a single 
organization’s responsibility nor is it a single country’s responsibility but rather it is a call for humanity to 
be human and love one another” Ms. Muwanigwa 

The Commission particularly noted how societal norms often prevent men from reporting violence, 
emphasizing that anyone can be either a perpetrator or victim of violence.

Under the campaign hashtag #STARS! No Excuse, the Orathon successfully reinforced its core message 
that proactive action against Gender Based Violence requires universal participation as well as 
action-oriented awareness that balances prevention and protection services in GBV responses. The 
event's timing within the international 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-Based Violence (November 25 
to December 10) amplified its significance and connection to global efforts in combating gender-based 
violence. The integration of physical activity with advocacy proved effective in engaging participants 
while promoting the serious message of GBV prevention and awareness. 

2.2. The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba 

The 3rd edition of the SAYWHAT National Research Indaba convened as part of the NSC under the theme 
“Youth-Led Research: Innovation in Sexual Health and Rights”. The Research Indaba has become an 
integral component and entity of SAYWHAT’s national and regional platforms adopting the phenomenon 
that evidence provides a rationale to make policy and program decision particularly on subject areas that 
are not well understood by members. Research as a structured community of enquiry and evidence 
driven responses benefits more from critical academic thinking on the subject matter of investigation. 
The Research Indaba’s strategic objectives focused on evidence-based analysis of youth SRHR challenges 
in Southern Africa, development of sustainable interventions through youth-led research, and 
enhancement of policy and programming in SRHR. Scholars, academics, and development practitioners 
from Africa and abroad attended the Indaba bringing deep reflection and solutions to Africa’s 
demographic dividend population who are its young people. 

His presentation highlighted alarming statistics, including 4,500 weekly HIV/AIDS infections among 
adolescent women, and identified critical correlations between school dropouts and sexual 
exploitation. Wicking commended the innovative integration of creative arts in addressing 
Gender-Based Violence and emphasized the Swedish Embassy and SIDA's commitment to supporting 
research as a tool for community empowerment and sustainable development.

2.2.4 Abstract Presentations 

A total of 4 research papers were presented during Research Indaba. The 4 research papers were from 
Malawi, Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe representing SAYWHAT’s intention to spread its research 
tentacles to cover evidence driven solutions for the Southern African block.

Menstrual Hygiene Management Study by Vivian Mangani, Zambia 
A qualitative study focusing on ages 11- 14 in a primary school setting. 

Key findings
Students exhibited significant knowledge gaps and psychological barriers including fear and sadness 
regarding menarche onset.
Students demonstrated reluctance to engage with teachers due to privacy concerns and discomfort

Recommendation
Implementation of comprehensive pre-menarcheal education programs within school systems to mitigate 
psychological distress, enhance menstrual literacy, and reduce subsequent school absenteeism

Executive Summary 

Students And Youths Working on reproductive Health Action Team (SAYWHAT) identifies itself as a 
movement of diverse membership of young people who envision an Africa where all young people enjoy 
their sexual and reproductive health and rights as fundamental human rights. This vision has been driven 
by young people who co-create interventions at multiple layers and one such intervention is the National 
Students Conference on sexual and reproductive health and rights. The 2024 National Students 
Conference which was attended by more than 200 delegates from Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe ran 
under the theme – Students Thriving and Achieving Results (STARs) – Transforming Health and Education 
Outcomes. From the 5th to the 6th of December 2024, the conference was designed to achieve the 
following strategic objectives: 

 1. To provide a platform for students and youth voices to be heard and valued as they advocate  
     health and education issues.
 2. To foster meaningful collaboration and networking among students and youth, experts, and  
     key stakeholders.
 3. To enable social accountability for a healthy and sustainable future for young people by   
     supporting dialogue and collaboration that shapes policies and promotes inclusive decision  
     making.
 4. To provide interlinkages of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights and emerging issues  
     that affect students and young people. 

The above objectives were achieved through activities such as the Orathon, the Research Indaba, 
Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum and the Web for Life Network symposiums. For the first day these 
activities managed to launch the SAYWHAT’s 16 days of Activism against gender-based violence on girls 
and young women campaign and set out the research agenda from young people in Southern Africa 
region. The Research agenda was further interrogated during the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 
and the Web for Life Network Symposium. 

During the second day of the conference the delegates engaged primarily in policy accountability with 
activities such as the Forum Of College Authorities on Students Sexual and reproductive health 
(FOCASS), Policy Makers One Table, and the GEAR Alliance policy dialogue. These conversations 
managed to bring civil society organizations, parliamentarians, the president of the International 
Conference of AIDS and STIs in Africa (ICASA), renowned health scholars from the Netherlands, and 
development practitioners from the Embassy of Sweden in Zimbabwe, Stop TB Partnership, and United 
Nations Education and Science Organization (UNESCO). The conference made resolutions on 
fundamental issues such as student membership to SAYWHAT, SRH, and TB priority areas.
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1. Introduction 

For more than two decades now, the membership-based movement of SAYWHAT has been hosting 
National Students' Conferences (NSC) in Zimbabwe. The founding and primary objectives of the NSC 
have been to amplify the SRH rights advocacy voices of students in the higher education sector. Since its 
inception in 2006, this consolidated advocacy platform has gained momentum in the field of public health 
advocacy for young people gaining recognition with policymakers at college authority level, line 
ministries and the legislative arms of parliament. 

As SAYWHAT celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2023 the conference ran under the theme “We R.I.S.E. 
Amplifying Education & Health Actions by students and youth (Realizing. Investing. Strengthening. 
Expanding.)”. Students noted emerging issues affecting their education and health needs including the 
nexus between young people’s mental health on the backdrop of drug and substance abuse as well as 
other unmet health and educational needs. Furthermore, gender-based violence and mental health 
challenges especially among young men, the need to match the national budget allocation on education 
with Sustainable Development Goal 4 threshold, and the need to establish actionable strategies for TB 
prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

The Guest of Honor at the SAYWHAT 20th anniversary dinner held during the conference challenged 
SAYWHAT to continue being STARs: Strategic in our approaches, Transformative in our leadership and 
work, Agile in our programming, and Responsive, responsible, and resourceful in our approaches. 
Inspired by this challenge, the 2024 NSC theme "Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs 
Transforming health and education outcomes" was born. As SAYWHAT convened the 2024 edition of the 
National Students Conference, the advocacy platform celebrated the contributions that students and 
youth made throughout the year to address emerging health and education challenges. Students also 
facilitated solution-oriented discussions on existing gaps that remain based on sound policies and shared 
responsibility among stakeholders.

This report therefore provides a narrative of NSC that was held on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
highlighting major recommendations directed at policy or program design and implementation. 

1.1. About the 14th edition of the NSC: Unpacking the conference theme 

The 14th edition of the National Students Conference was convened on the 5th and 6th of December 2024 
at ZESA National Training Center. 

The conference hosted delegates drawn from 48 tertiary institutions in Zimbabwe, representatives from 
civil society organizations, researchers, college authorities, the government of Zimbabwe and 
development partners. The NSC ran under the theme: 

“Students Thriving and Achieving Results - STARs transforming Health and Education Outcomes”

The term “star” has several meanings depending on context. In astronomy a star is a luminous point in 
the night sky that shines brightly. The light people see from stars has often traveled many light years 
through space. In astrology stars are believed to influence a person’s fortune and destiny. In 
contemporary vernacular, the term has evolved to serve as a metaphorical indicator of exceptional 
performance or to designate individuals who have achieved notable public recognition in their respective 
fields. The NSC theme therefore demonstrates SAYWHAT strategic approach to youth empowerment 
and advocacy. Through structures like the Web for Life Network and Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum, 
alongside specialized units including peer education, TB champions, SRH Defenders, and the Young 
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The discussion following Mangani’s presentation highlighted several key points. Delegates emphasized 
the importance of financial investment in education and the need to involve families in pre-menarchial 
menstruation education to combat misinformation.  Professor Choolwe discussed breaking taboos 
around menstruation through community outreach, technology, and art. The research's innovation was 
questioned, with cultural barriers and their impact on menstrual hygiene and school dropouts being a 
focal point. The long-term effects of poor menstrual hygiene and the inclusion of statistics on related 
cancers were also discussed. Suggestions included providing free menstrual products in schools, 
educating young children about menstruation, and utilizing technology for awareness. Concerns were 
raised about the small sample size of the research, recommending larger group discussions for future 
studies.

Sexual Health Education Assessment by Kundai Watambgwa, Malawi 
Analysis of Comprehensive Sexuality Education delivery by Civil Society Organizations through 
semi-structured interviews with key CSOs including MAGGA, YONECO, FPAM, CAVWOC, and Plan 
International

Key findings
CSOs demonstrate a crucial role in supplementing formal education systems; effectiveness hampered by 
resource limitations, cultural resistance, and poor inter-ministerial coordination

Recommendations
Enhanced government support mechanisms, increased resource allocation, improved stakeholder 
collaboration, strengthened M&E frameworks, and adoption of successful grassroots implementation 
models

The discussion following Watambgwa’s presentation covered several important points. The types of CSO 
agreements Malawi are engaged in were highlighted, with a focus on the Out-of-School CSE framework 
developed by UNFPA in 2018, which was piloted in Malawi. The benefits of involving out-of-school youth 
and policy beneficiaries in research were discussed, emphasizing the need to understand how policies are 
being implemented from their perspective. The challenges faced by girls like Tamanda, who drop out of 
school due to pregnancy in Malawi, were addressed, with programs advocating for school re-enrolment 
and SRH education being mentioned. The impact of COVID-19 on school dropouts and the restrictive 
abortion laws in Malawi were also discussed, highlighting the need for alternative solutions for 
marginalized groups and a deeper understanding of individual cases.

Tuberculosis Information Gap Analysis by Elliard Kupfuma, Zimbabwe 
Assessment of TB awareness and misconceptions across 10 state universities

Key findings
- Significant misconceptions identified regarding TB transmission and HIV co-infection; inadequate educational   
   materials in institutions; persistent stigma affecting healthcare-seeking behavior
- Students erroneously perceive TB as exclusively affecting older or impoverished populations; confusion        
   regarding TB-HIV relationship

Recommendations
- Implementation of comprehensive TB manual
- Structured health education programs
- Strengthening of university health services 
- Engagement of Public Health students as peer educators
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The discussion following Kupfuma’s presentation addressed the complexity of stigma and 
discrimination against TB patients in tertiary institutions. The need for inclusivity without exposing 
other students to TB infections was highlighted, with a focus on whether it is stigmatization or 
self-protection. The research aimed to identify information and knowledge gaps, with future 
programs to be designed based on evidence. The importance of including polytechnics and 
vocational training centers in research was emphasized, advocating for an all-hands-on-deck 
approach. The need for a comprehensive TB and HIV policy in schools to combat misinformation and 
stigma was also discussed, suggesting that students could be powerful tools in fighting TB if properly 
informed and involved.

Climate Change Health impact assessment by Ricardo Salvador, Mozambique 
A Qualitative survey of 45 households on the direct relationship between climate events and specific health 
conditions, particularly respiratory and vector-borne diseases

Key findings
100% household exposure to climate-related events
67% respiratory disease incidence
20% diarrheal disease prevalence
18% malaria cases
18% pediatric skin infections
16% reported stress-related conditions including hypertension

The discussion following Salvador’s presentation focused on climate change awareness and the 
accessibility of weather forecasting information. The need to incorporate farmer aggregators to 
interpret and extend weather information to the community was highlighted. The research's 
relevance to Zimbabwe was emphasized, with a focus on individual consciousness and the lack of 
initiative among climate change victims to find personal solutions. The presenter commented on the 
time-bound nature of the research, noting the challenge of building community consciousness within 
the six-month timeframe.

2.2.5 Closing Remarks

The Amsterdam University Professor Choolwe gave the closing remarks appreciating the young 
researchers’ efforts to drive the African research agenda ensuring African stories are told by Africans. 
The professor challenged young researchers to go beyond traditional research topics and dig deeper 
in unresearched African research priority areas. He over emphasized the need to be more intentional 
on innovative, dynamic and relevant research studies. 

“I have great respect for these well researched subject topics; however, I dream for a deeper research 
dive of research that addresses some of Africa’s unanswered questions.”

2.3 Forum of College Authorities on Students Sexual reproductive health (FOCASS) 

The Head of programs welcomed the College Authorities and the SAYWHAT Head of Monitoring, 
Evaluation, Accountability and Learning Mr. Nyama presented the movement 2024 operational 
footprint. Nyama highlighted that SAYWHAT partnered with 10 state universities, 7 teacher training 
colleges, 3 agricultural colleges, 5 polytechnic colleges, 5 vocational training centers, and 6 
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communities during the 2024 operational year. He also presented the multiple donor-funded projects 
SAYWHAT implemented including Action for Choice II, YOUTHS, LEAD, Pamoja, FP2030, REAPS, SET, 
Education Out Loud, PWUIDS, and YCA4SoTra. Lastly, he highlighted that SAYWHAT was facing 
challenges of diminishing funding resources and escalating drug abuse cases among the student 
population.

College authorities noted SAYWHAT achievements and commended efforts such as the establishment 
of a campus clinic at Gweru Polytechnic and successful implementation of TB Champion initiatives at 
Bindura University of Science and Technology. Masvingo Polytechnic acknowledged SAYWHAT's 
expertise in student training while recognizing the current financial constraints affecting program 
sustainability. Critical concerns emerged regarding resource allocation equity, with institutions like 
Westgate Vocational Training Centre noting their exclusion from the M&E presentation despite active 
participation in programs. The dialogue revealed a need for balanced program implementation across 
different types of tertiary institutions, moving away from the perceived concentration of resources in 
state universities. The following are the key programming recommendations given by college 
authorities: - 

Institutional Capacity Enhancement Programmatic Sustainability

Institutional Capacity Enhancement Programmatic Sustainability

Develop a standardized model for peer educator 
training and certification that provides 
post-graduation value.
Establish sustainable resource center operations 
through institutional partnerships.
Create comprehensive mental health and substance 
abuse intervention frameworks.
Implement flexible intervention strategies 
accommodating institutional contexts.

Institute a provincial coordination system with 
quarterly workplans.
Integrate research components across all 
projects with focal persons coordinating primary 
data collection.
Develop partnerships for institutional funding of 
resource centers and maintenance.
Create a standardized membership presentation 
emphasizing governance implications.

Clearly articulate the membership model's role in 
preserving SAYWHAT's founding principles.
Develop transparent mechanisms for membership 
fund utilization and benefits.
Establish clear differentiation between programmatic 
beneficiaries and structural members.
Create certification programs aligned with 
membership benefits.

Advocate for expanded TB screening and testing 
services at campus clinics.
Develop comprehensive rehabilitation programs 
through state and non-state partnerships.
Address critical shortages in HIV testing kits 
through strategic partnerships.
Implement campus radio models for health 
information dissemination.
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These recommendations emphasize the need for SAYWHAT to evolve while maintaining its core 
mission of student health advocacy. The organization must balance institutional sustainability with 
programmatic accessibility, ensuring that governance structures support rather than hinder service 
delivery. Success will require careful attention to equity, sustainability, and institutional capacity 
building while maintaining strong partnerships with tertiary institutions and relevant stakeholders.

2.3.1 Membership Structure Deliberations 

A significant portion of the meeting focused on SAYWHAT's resuscitation of the membership and 
subscription model. The initiative faced mixed reactions, with notable resistance from university 
authorities and polytechnics. The primary concerns centered around potential financial exclusion 
and sustainability. However, SAYWHAT leadership clarified that the subscription model aims to 
strengthen governance structures rather than affect programmatic access, distinguishing between 
beneficiaries and formal members.

2.4 Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 

The Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men's Forum convened as a dedicated space for addressing young men’s 
sexual and reproductive health (SRHR) and mental health issues, with a particular focus on 
tuberculosis (TB) prevention and management. 

The session commenced with participant introductions and established itself as a safe platform for 
discussing sensitive health matters, including suicide prevention among the male demographic. This 
notion identifies with the traditional confirmation that the Mugota/Ixhiba is a safe space where boys 
can pour out their emotions particularly on highly debatable and contentious areas such as their 
sexuality and masculinity issues. 

Apostle Joe Daniel delivered a keynote address emphasizing the crucial role of mentorship in 
personal development. His address centered on proactive life planning and the importance of 
present actions in shaping future outcomes, encouraging participants to adopt a pioneering mindset 
rather than dwelling on past regrets.

The panel discussion with TB champions revealed critical insights into male vulnerability to TB, 
particularly in resource limited countries. Key risk factors identified included substance abuse, 
exposure in social environments like bars, occupational hazards in mining and agriculture, and the 
correlation between TB and HIV/AIDS mortality. The discussion highlighted how poor health-seeking 
behaviors among men significantly contribute to TB transmission and delayed treatment. The forum 
extensively examined the impact of patriarchal societal norms on male health-seeking behaviors. 
Participants noted how cultural expectations of masculinity, exemplified by phrases like "man up," 
discourage men from seeking timely medical attention. This behavioral pattern often results in 
delayed healthcare intervention, leading to complications in various conditions, including sexually 
transmitted infections and TB. 

The Stop TB Partnership's vision to end TB by 2030 was discussed, with Zimbabwe committing 3% of 
its health budget under the 2025 National Budget towards TB elimination. While the allocated 3% of 
the health budget demonstrates commitment, participants noted that TB financing remains 
inadequate given the expensive nature of screening and treatment. The forum emphasized the need 
for enhanced advocacy to secure additional funding for TB prevention and treatment programs. The 
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Ministry of Health and Childcare provision of mobile TB screening units across provinces represents 
a significant resource for community outreach. The discussion emphasized the need for systematic 
screening in boarding houses and other institutional settings where TB transmission risks are 
elevated. Participants advocated for mandatory TB screening in educational institutions, like 
international university requirements.

Key recommendations by the forum are: - 
 1.Development of research-informed advocacy strategies using data to strengthen funding  
    proposals
 2. Implementation of mandatory mask policies for individuals with respiratory symptoms in  
     public transport
 3. Enhancement of ventilation standards in public spaces and institutions
 4. Alignment of proposals with SDG 3.3 to maximize impact and funding opportunities
 5. Formation of Civil Society Organizations focused on public health issues
 6. Expansion of TB screening programs at tertiary institutions level

2.5 Web for Life Network Symposium 

The Web for Life Network's 2024 symposium emerged as a pivotal platform for addressing the 
challenges facing young women and girls in Zimbabwe's educational institutions. The symposium 
was co-hosted by two vibrant female students namely, Alexa (Web for Life Activist) and Miah (NCC 
Chairperson), who brought together speakers and participants to discuss pressing issues affecting 
young women in education in a series of panel discussions. 

The first panel discussion featured distinguished speakers including Aunty Rejoice Makawa from 
Issues Pane Nyaya and Euchenia Chifamba, founder of Shamwari Yemwanasikana. This session 
focused intensively on sexual and reproductive health, with particular emphasis on empowering 
young women to make informed decisions about their bodies and relationships. The panelists 
addressed crucial topics such as the stigma surrounding sexual health practices and the importance 
of distinguishing between emotional attachment and sexual decisions. They emphasized the 
fundamental right of young women to exercise bodily autonomy and make conscious choices about 
their sexual health.

The second panel brought together a diverse group of experts including Victoria James from WHO's 
Stop TB initiative, Nyasha Muzadzi from Girl Up Zimbabwe, Opportunity Makanga of Mwanasikana 
Wanhasi, and several other prominent advocates. This session expanded the discussion to 
encompass broader socioeconomic challenges facing young women. Particularly noteworthy was 
the examination of poverty's impact on women's advancement, the burden of unpaid care work, 
and the paradoxical situation of women's limited access to land ownership in Zimbabwe's 
agro-based economy. 

The symposium built significantly upon insights gained from the Southern Africa Regional Students 
and Youth Conference, emphasizing the crucial intersection of public health and education. 
Discussions highlighted how equitable access to these services, combined with comprehensive 
sexuality education, plays a vital role in addressing the challenges faced by young women in the 
region. The impact of socioeconomic factors on educational outcomes was thoroughly examined, 
leading to meaningful discussions about potential interventions and solutions.
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Mental Health emerged as a critical theme throughout the symposium, with speakers highlighting 
the prevalence of unreported sexual abuse and the urgent need for comprehensive support 
systems. The discussion revealed the importance of creating non-judgmental spaces where young 
women can seek help and share their experiences. Educational institutions' responses to these 
challenges were scrutinized, with particular attention paid to the engagement of institutional 
leadership and the implementation of monitoring and evaluation systems to address issues such as 
date rape and campus harassment.

Looking forward to 2025, the symposium produced several key strategic directions. These include 
the enhancement of research-based discussions, more effective utilization of social media for 
advocacy, and campaigns to normalize women's health issues. The need for institutional reform was 
emphasized, with particular focus on strengthening reporting mechanisms for abuse and developing 
more comprehensive support systems. The integration of health services, including TB awareness 
and prevention, improved access to sexual and reproductive health services, and mental health 
support, was identified as a crucial area for development.

The symposium concluded with a clear mandate for future action. The comprehensive approach 
adopted by the Web for Life Network, incorporating health, education, and socioeconomic factors, 
provides a robust framework for continued advocacy and action in 2025. The gathering reinforced 
the Web for Life Network's position as a crucial advocate for young women's rights and well-being in 
educational institutions. The insights and recommendations that emerged from the symposium will 
serve as valuable guidelines for addressing the challenges facing young women in Zimbabwe's 
educational landscape, while providing a foundation for expanded regional impact in 2025.

2.6 Pajama Night Proceedings 

On the night of the 5th of December 2024, the student organizers of the night hosted the inaugural 
pajama night. The pajama night was hosted on the backdrop of afternoon track sessions where male 
and female students had sexual health conversations under the two movements of Mugota and Web 
for Life respectively. The night therefore represented the inclusivity and diversity values of 
SAYWHAT through creating a space where all the student delegates to the students’ conference 
would conduct activities that will enhance teamwork including learning about highly contested 
harmful practices such as sexual harassment. The goal of the event was to educate young people on 
recognizing, preventing and addressing sexual harassment on campus. This goal is premised on the 
reality that most sexual harassment can happen unnoticed and go unreported, hence the SAYWHAT 
movement must have knowledgeable peer educators on sexual harassment. 

2.6.1 Sexual Harassment Unpacked 

A representative from the SAYWHAT Human Resources department Belinda made a presentation to 
unpack sexual harassment. She kicked off her presentation by defining sexual harassment which was 
referred as any sexual act verbal or non-verbal, that is not welcome. She went on to explain that 
sexual harassment can happen overtly or covertly, and it is the duty of the SAYWHAT movement to 
support sexual harassment survivors and link them to 577 Call Center for further referrals in the three 
pathways of psychosocial support, legal support, and medical support. Students went on to have 
conversations on the key types of sexual harassment. The types were grouped into verbal and 
non-verbal examples. Most female students related with the notion that most of the sexual 
harassment starts as non-verbal and rapidly progresses to verbal harassment which in turn leads to 
the physical forms of sexual harassment. There was concern from most female students on the 
concern that college authorities protect each other during a few reported sexual harassment cases.  
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More importantly the dialogue raised concern on the stigma that is attached by communities 
surrounding colleges who perceive female students as a threat to their husbands. This notion 
exposes female students to sexual harassment by members of these immediate communities, with 
very little support from the college. Male students also raised concern that sometimes sexual 
harassment is reported against them when the relationship has gone sour. This triggered an 
enriching exchange of views but ultimately there was consensus that sexual harassment creates 
unsafe campus environments and in extreme cases of rape it can have long term traumatic 
experiences. 

2.6.2 Pajama Night Edutainment 

A SAYWHAT alumni peer educator Dennis Thamsanqa Dumile led on the conducting of team building 
edutainment games. The games were designed to extract certain soft skills amongst student 
delegates. These skills include the ability to communicate effectively and problem solving which are 
key in the day-to-day lives of young people. The pajama night successfully merged educational 
programming with interactive engagement around campus sexual harassment. Following 
gender-specific afternoon sessions, the event created an inclusive space where student delegates 
participated in team-building activities while examining this critical issue
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3.1.2 Profiling of Dobba Don Song Lyrics 

“Ndichangopepereka nenyika, zvimwe ndizvo zvakanyorwa mubhuku rehupenyu, asi hupenyu 
wazondirwadza andichazvide izvi, I need help. Zvonzi wawanza madrugs, ayisi secret, I am not okay. I‘ve 
been in the streets every day, starving drug addiction, ndiripandiri I need rehab. Kusekwa nhamo 
nemunhu wese vakadzvokora, zvirinani kuzorora, nzara yaruma. I have lost myself musically and 
personally. I am not paying anything to the table, in as much as I have tried to, zvandiremera. Kana 
mwari akada izvozvo ndizvo hazvo kuti madrugs ondiparadza ini, asi handichazvida, zvanditambudza. 
Iyo nzara yaruma”

The song has punchlines of a young person seeking help in their journey to recover from drug and 
substance abuse and it pricked a deep sense of responsibility in the prevention and management 
matrix of this emerging scourge. 

3.1.3 Anti-drug and substance abuse Debate Clash 

The debate centered on whether drug and substance abuse should be primarily addressed by 
government entities as a public health concern, rather than placing responsibility on youth. Views 
were presented by both sides, offering contrasting perspectives on how to tackle this pressing 
issue.

3. National Students Conference Day 2 proceedings: Building Advocacy   
     Blocks 

The 14th Edition of the NSC was intentional in pushing advocacy asks from day 1 with different policy 
makers and influencers who graced the conference during day 2. Student movement organized 
different groups of students to submit key asks to the policy makers. Policy submissions were made 
from Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, Web for Life Network and the Research Indaba. 

3.1 Pre-High-Level Meeting Nuggets: Launch of the 3D campaign

The 3D campaign is based on the notion that every individual is born with dreams but when drugs are 
introduced into the individual’s life the dreams are drugged away. Many young people are indulging 
in drugs because of environmental and economic pressures. These are the same STARs meant to 
transform health and education outcomes but sadly they are drugged away so DO NOT DRUG YOUR 
DREAMS AWAY!

3.1.1. Screening of an SRH-GBV-DSA themed short film trailer: CHOICES 2

The conference delegates viewed the Choices 2 movie trailer which is part of SAYWHAT’s creative of 
the media and film industry to communicate SRH issues from a realistic point of view. CHOICES 2 
focuses on the emerging scourge of drug and substance abuse affecting young people in Zimbabwe 
and how it exacerbates SRH and GBV challenges. The audience were encouraged to watch the full 
film on SAYWHAT You Tube.  
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The debate concluded with a unifying message from the audience, who reached a consensus that 
the most effective approach would be collaborative effort between government and youth. A 
particularly insightful comment from the floor suggested focusing on reducing drug demand rather 
than just supply, noting that forced compliance often leads to worse outcomes. This highlighted the 
importance of addressing both the social and regulatory aspects of drug abuse prevention.

3.1.4 Keynote Address by the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Development and Vocational 
Training 

Speaking at the 3D campaign launch, Deputy Director Youth Empowerment Mr. Osward 
Mudhunguyo from the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, Development and Vocational Training 
highlighted the vital role that everyone must play in addressing the scourge of drug and substance 
abuse. Mudhunguyo emphasized that the government of Zimbabwe considers inputs of young 
people such as NSC STARs when developing effective policies and structured frameworks. From 
prevention to rehabilitation, efforts by the government were mentioned including awareness 
campaigns, treatment and rehabilitation services enforcing legal measures to control illicit drugs, 
promoting research to inform evidence-based interventions, and fostering partnerships with 
non-governmental organizations, community leaders and international development partners. 
Lastly, Mudhunguyo encouraged the STARs that as young people they are the most affected 
demographic and must take a leading role in the fight against drug and substance abuse. He 
encouraged STARS to continue using their voices to raise awareness, educate their peers, families, 
and communities, fostering a culture of prevention, and ultimately shaping a society resilient 
against drug and substance abuse. 

3.1.5 Plenary Session 

Young people were keen to understand how the government are involving young people in 
program design and implementation, and clarification on drug and substance abuse strategic pillars. 
Mudhunguyo referenced the Youth Conference on the 2025 National Budget Consultations and 
outlined the plans for provincial and district awareness campaigns in 2025, along with collaboration 
with the Ministry of Sports, Arts, and recreation to develop activities at the ward level. Further 
Mudhunguyo clarified the inter-ministerial roles where the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, 
Development and Vocational Training focuses on ‘demand reduction’ pillar while Ministry of Health 
and Childcare focuses on ‘harm reduction’ pillar and Ministry of Home Affairs and Cultural Heritage 
focuses on ‘Supply reduction’ pillar. 

STARs recommended more meaningful involvement in policy formulation, noting that their budget 
consultation inputs were not adequately reflected in final documents. A notable critique was that 
youth were being "included" rather than truly "involved," with participants expressing that 

3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.

Affirmative by Yemurai and Lewis Non-Affirmative by Panashe and Wankumbu

Comprehensive government intervention through 
multiple ministries through stricter laws, 
establishment of rehabilitation centers, and 
international collaboration.
Combined top-down and bottom-up approach with 
government agencies taking the lead while working 
alongside youth. 

Youth must spearhead the fight against drug 
abuse, given their position as both primary 
consumers and sellers.
Peer education and youth empowerment are 
more effective than government initiatives 
encompassed with corruption and poor 
implementation evidenced by how drugs remain 
easily accessible despite existing regulations. 
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consultative meetings were too brief for meaningful dialogue and that youth needed involvement at 
earlier stages, including draft and stakeholder engagement levels. They highlighted gaps in the 
Dangerous Drugs Act, particularly regarding new substances like "Dombo." There were calls for 
addressing drug supply routes and strengthening border controls, imposing embargoes and trade 
bans on drug imports, addressing legislative gaps for emerging drugs and inclusion of all relevant 
ministries, particularly those handling drug supply control, to provide comprehensive responses to 
youth concerns.

3.2 The High-Level Policy Engagement Session 

Key Decision-makers present 
- President for the Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr Parirenyatwa
- Director FOR Tertiary Education Programs, Mr. Darlington Damba Ministry of Higher and Tertiary        
   Education, Innovation, Science and Technology Development
- Deputy Director Youth Empowerment, Mr. Osward Mudhunguyo, Ministry of Youth Empowerment,     
   Development and Vocational Training 
- Members from the Parliament Portofilo Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education, Health and Child  
   Care, Youth Empowerment and Development

3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.
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3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.
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3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.
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3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.
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3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.
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3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.
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3.2.1 Welcome Remarks 

SAYWHAT Executive Director Mr. Jimmy Wilford welcomed delegates and highlighted the strategic 
timing of the event, noting its proximity to the 5th edition of the Southern African Regional Students 
and Youth Conference (SARSYCV) where young people penned down the Gaborone Declaration. He 
articulated the organization's progress in youth empowerment and policy engagement initiatives, 
specifically focusing on addressing unmet health and education requirements. Further he emphasized 
the connection between health and education stating that students are supposed to be healthy as they 
study owing to a Strategic Transformation and Academic Response System’ to produce STARs.  Wilford 
referenced the success of experiential learning programs and acknowledged the NCC Chairperson 
-Miah Tsinakwadi’s leadership in the planning of the NSC.  
 
"I was briefed on the pajamas night, which I believe transformed young people to get social skills. Soft 
skills are equally important for young people to earn a living. Students have innovation to address 
problems."

Additionally, Mr. Wilford commended students who presented evidence-based perspectives on the 
development agenda and advocated for parent ministries to not only investing in students but 
increasing their participation in decision-making processes and policy formulation. 

3.2.2 Students Plenary: Feedback from Day 1 extractive sessions  

Through a plenary, STARS presented feedback, from day 1 proceedings including the Research Indaba, 
the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum, and Web for Life Network for Girls and Young Women.  
From the Research Indaba, Elliard Kupfuma emphasized the critical role of evidence-based research in 
developing effective health interventions. He spoke about the diverse backgrounds of the participants 
from various countries, which enriched the conversation and allowed everyone to appreciate the 

shared challenges they face. Elliard encouraged young people to actively engage in research, 
highlighting that understanding data can empower them to address pressing issues like climate change 
and health disparities.

Leniel Gava representing the Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum shared the significant barriers young 
men encounter when trying to access TB resources. He pointed out that many men struggle with 
health-seeking behaviors noting that school nurses often lack the training needed to provide 
youth-friendly care. Gava emphasized the importance of mentorship for boys, especially those growing 
up without fathers, suggesting that positive role models could make a real difference in their lives.

Representing the Web for Life Network for Girls and Young women, Alexa Sumburero recounted a 
touching story about teen mothers whose return to school was supported by their initiative. She 
mentioned societal pressures around marriage and sexuality and emphasized that decisions affecting 
young girls should be made by them, underlining the need for young women to find their voices and 
advocate for their own futures.

The panelists collectively called for mentorship, empowerment, and a commitment to evidence-based 
approaches to tackle the challenges young people face. They proposed an action plan to reflect on past 
achievements and set ambitious goals for the future, encouraging a sense of hope and responsibility 
among the youth.

3.2.3 Decision Maker’s Plenary

The plenary brought together key parliamentarians from education, health, and youth Portfolio 
Committees as well as UNESCO to discuss youth engagement in policy-making and educational 
outcomes. 

Honorable Mxolisi Charles Sibanda from the Portfolio Committee on Higher and Tertiary Education 
emphasized the importance of understanding community needs through direct interaction at social 
gatherings. He discussed his committee's oversight role in monitoring government ministry funding 
and highlighted challenges with healthcare facilities in university satellite campuses, ultimately 
committing to ensuring quality health services in tertiary institutions.

Honorable Susan Matsunga, representing the Parliamentary Portfolio on Health and Child Care, 
stressed that solutions to the country's challenges lie with the youth. She called for increased youth 
participation in legislative processes, encouraging them to attend public hearings and engage in 
advocacy. Honorable Matsunga pushed for allocating 15% of the 2026 National Budget to public health 
and emphasized the importance of youth involvement in all stages of policy development, from 
drafting to implementation and review.

UNESCO representative Penelope Kasere outlined their organization's role in supporting 
youth-focused platforms and helping young people understand legislative bills. She described 
UNESCO's work through the O3 Plus Program, which supports campus health services and clinic 
renovations to ensure privacy and confidentiality. Kasere emphasized UNESCOs commitment to 
evidence-based research and continued support for initiatives promoting health and information 
access.

Honorable Mutsawashe Ziyambi, from the Parliamentary Portfolio on Youth and Empowerment, 
addressed concerns about drug and substance abuse in communities. He highlighted the establishment 
of youth focal desks across all ministries to facilitate direct communication of youth concerns. 
Honorable Ziyambi also discussed the challenge of illegal mining among young people and committed 

to expanding access to vocational training opportunities.
The discussion concluded with a strong commitment from the panelists on youth taking responsibility 
for voicing their concerns and participating in budget consultations. 

3.2.4 Keynote address from the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, Innovation Science and   
           Technology 

Mr. Damba, on behalf of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science, and Technology emphasized the government's commitment to Education 5.0, a 
heritage-based educational approach designed to empower graduates to apply their knowledge 
practically shifting away from a consumer-centric mindset to one that emphasizes innovation and 
entrepreneurship among students. 

"Education 5.0 is moving towards creating a graduate with value"

Damba noted the NSC theme alignment with the shared goal of empowering young people and 
involving them in decisions that impact their lives.  He commended SAYWHAT for complementing the 
government efforts aimed at integrating youth into socio-economic agendas and encouraging their 
participation in decision-making processes. In addition, Damba applauded the 3D campaign and 
assured delegates that the Ministry would consider resolutions and initiatives proposed during the 
plenary. 

Mr. Damba also introduced the Graduate Employment and Development Program, which encourages 
youth to form business consortiums. This multidisciplinary approach brings together inventors, 
marketers, accountants, and other professionals to support the development of innovative ideas 
through sustainable marketing and financial models. He concluded by highlighting his office's 
commitment to supporting initiatives that link education with practical, marketable skills, saying, "Let’s 
migrate from kuseka joke usina chaukuita," which underscores the importance of action and 
purposeful engagement.   

3.2.5 Keynote address from the President of Society for AIDS in Africa 

Society for AIDS in Africa, Dr. David Parirenyatwa commended the efforts of Parliament Portfolio 
Committees for honoring SAYWHAT invitation encouraging them to absorb the inputs of STARs who 
represent the student and youth population in Zimbabwe. He expressed concern that HIV/AIDS was not 
mentioned during the deliberations, highlighting Zimbabwe's HIV prevalence rate of 11%. He noted that 
the highest prevalence is among the prison population, followed by students in institutions of higher 
learning. He discussed the use of Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) and Post-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PEP), emphasizing that while these reduce HIV transmission, they do not prevent pregnancies, which 
are on the rise among youth. He warned that gatherings like the NSC could facilitate the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and strongly encourage condom use. He committed to requesting the Ministry of Health and 
Child Care, through the National AIDS Council, to provide condoms for the next NSC edition.

Parirenyatwa also highlighted that youth represent the largest demographic in Africa and stressed the 
importance of leveraging the "youth dividend" effectively. He urged young people to engage in 
health-related fields, including human resource development, leadership in the health sector, research 
into traditional medicine and herbs for medicinal purposes, and addressing the intersection of climate 
change and health, such as malnutrition and the rise of diarrheal diseases. He called for youth to take 
active leadership roles and emphasized the urgency of addressing challenges like drug and substance 
abuse, which threaten the well-being of future generations.

3.2.6 Vote of Thanks

Ms. B. Taguta, SAYWHAT Board Chairperson, expressed gratitude to all stakeholders who attended the 
conference and acknowledged the significance of having prominent public health figures and bright 
students participating in discussions about youth empowerment across Africa. She conveyed her 
enthusiasm about the productive exchange of ideas during the conference and shared her optimism for 
future outcomes. Special recognition was given to Dr. Parirenyatwa for his thought-provoking remarks 
and to Mr. Jimmy's team for their strategic guidance throughout the NSC journey. Ms. Taguta 
emphasized the ongoing importance of learning, collaboration, and innovation. A notable highlight was 
her recognition of SAYWHAT's success in achieving gender balance through their Mugota and Web for 
Life initiatives. The vote of thanks concluded with acknowledgments to key groups including the 
students, SAYWHAT Secretariat, NCC Board, and the support staff who worked behind the scenes to 
make the conference successful.

3.3 Track sessions

Post the high-level engagement session, the conference saw 3 track sessions including 
 1. The NCC Consultative Meeting
 2. Advocacy Interface Meeting 
 3. The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

3.3.1. NCC Consultative Meeting

SAYWHAT Youth Sounding Board, National Coordinating Committee (NCC) convened a meeting to 
address significant operational challenges within the governance framework known as the SAYWHAT 
Way. The meeting whose focus was to address the inconsistencies in membership administration and 
subscription fee collection across Zimbabwe’s tertiary institutions was attended by 23 delegates 
including the 2024 NCC cohort, NCC alumni, SAYWHAT secretariat as well as college resource center 
minders. 

Dorcas Chikorova, SAYWHAT -Head of Programs, highlighted in the meeting that the implementation of 
the SAYWHAT Way, initiated in January 2024, however several operational hurdles were faced, 
particularly differing interpretations of membership requirements and subscription fees among 
institutions, which led to inefficiencies and underscored the need for standardization. A major concern 
raised was the legitimacy of the current NCC composition, as many potential members for 2025 were 
found to be unregistered SAYWHAT members, mirroring the situation of the 2024 NCC. This highlighted 
significant compliance issues, especially given the previous last-minute collection of subscription fees 
prior to the 2023 Annual General Meeting. Additionally, a critical governance gap was identified in the 
relationship between the Secretariat and the NCC, where unilateral decisions were made by the 
Secretariat without NCC involvement, undermining organizational transparency and accountability.

To address these pressing challenges, the committee proposed several strategic recommendations, 
including a comprehensive review of the SAYWHAT Way, the development of detailed Standard 
Operating Procedures (SOPs), and a revision of the membership application processes. There was a 
strong emphasis on establishing centralized payment systems to enhance financial accountability and 
engaging college authorities to unify the understanding of membership requirements and subscription 
fees.

The meeting concluded with a clear mandate for the incoming NCC to implement these 
recommendations, focusing on establishing a clear evaluation criterion for membership applications 

and developing comprehensive SOPs that delineate roles, responsibilities, and communication 
channels between SAYWHAT structures and the Secretariat. These measures aim to restore effective 
governance and operational efficiency within the organization, ensuring that SAYWHAT can fulfill its 
mandate effectively and transparently.

3.3.2 Advocacy Interface Meeting

Facilitated by Pangea Zimbabwe Aids Trust (PZAT), the Advocacy Interface Meeting convened to assess 
the implementation and impact of HIV prevention products across various tertiary institutions in 
Zimbabwe. PZAT's primary prevention portfolio includes Oral PrEP, the diaphragm ring, and injectable 
PrEP, with additional products in development pending MCAZ approval, such as the Dual Prevention Pill 
combining contraception and PrEP functionalities. 

The institutional assessment revealed significant variations in implementation success across 
participating institutions. Several universities, including Great Zimbabwe University and Midlands State 
University, reported positive outcomes in information dissemination through HIV Prevention 
Champions. However, structural challenges emerged as consistent impediments across multiple 
institutions. This included insufficient healthcare infrastructure, with many institutions operating with 
minimal clinical staff and restricted operating hours. For instance, Hillside Teacher's College initially 
operated with a single nurse serving over 600 students during limited six-hour daily windows, though 
this has since been improved to two nurses operating twelve-hour shifts. 

Access to prevention products emerged as a critical concern across institutions. While some facilities 
like Bindura University and Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic reported successful implementation 
of Oral PrEP distribution, others such as the University of Zimbabwe and Masvingo Polytechnic faced 
significant challenges in product availability. The disparity in product accessibility led to varying 
adoption rates, with some institutions reporting increased condom utilization while others struggled 
with PrEP implementation due to accessibility barriers and stigma concerns. 

A notable finding was the emerging interest from male students in PZAT's services, particularly 
regarding the diaphragm ring, indicating an opportunity for more inclusive programming. This 
observation has already influenced program adjustments, with 2023 marking the first inclusion of male 
participants in the annual symposium. However, privacy concerns and stigma continue to affect service 
utilization, particularly regarding injectable PrEP preference among students where available.

Looking forward to 2025, PZAT outlined strategic initiatives including the expansion of the HIV 
Prevention Champion Program, implementation of an annual convention, and the integration of virtual 
advocacy training sessions. Recommendations from stakeholders emphasized the need for more 
inclusive training approaches, strategic partnerships with organizations like SAYWHAT, NAC, and 
UNESCO, and the development of more accessible service delivery models. Furthermore, stakeholders 
suggested reviewing current policies regarding PrEP distribution and implementing more 
comprehensive SRHR education programs. 

The meeting highlighted the critical need for institutional capacity building, particularly in healthcare 
infrastructure and service delivery mechanisms. Success stories from institutions like Hillside Teacher's 
College, which improved its healthcare staffing and implemented comprehensive health fairs, provide 
valuable models for replication across other institutions. These findings underscore the importance of 
continued support and resource allocation to strengthen HIV prevention efforts within Zimbabwe's 
tertiary education sector. 

3.3.3 The Girls Education Advocacy in the Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting 

Facilitated by Farming Community Educational Trust (FACET), the Girls Education Advocacy in the 
Region (GEAR) Alliance Meeting centered on education financing narrowing down on girls in rural 
areas experiences and their access to inclusive and equitable education. The meeting featured 
important regional insights. 

Dr. Aaron Chansa of Zambia emphasized the historical federation connection between Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, suggesting their shared educational challenges had political roots. This 
perspective was reinforced by Brightman Gari from Kwekwe Polytechnic, who highlighted the 
emotional impact of Zimbabwe's land reform on girls and young women's education, attributing 
educational disparities to corruption in resource distribution among underprivileged communities. 

Wadzanai Chitiga presented vital elements of Zimbabwe's education commitments, emphasizing the 
SDGs, National Development Strategy (NDS), and the five pillars of education 5.0. reporting the 25% 
allocation on the 2025 national budget. The discussion advocated meaningful education financing, 
including domestic funding mechanisms and resource ring-fencing as disparities in educational 
infrastructure development between urban and rural areas remains. Phanuel Manyere, representing 
the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, outlined various initiatives including work-for-fees 
programs, drop-in centers, and nursing facilities for student mothers. He emphasized the 
community's role as a pillar in education 5.0 and encouraged graduates to contribute to education 
funding solutions.
Aggie and Tracy presented compelling data on Malawi's education challenges. They highlighted that 
Early Childhood Development (ECD) education remained privatized without government support, 
while the education budget had decreased from 17% to 14.7%. Significant challenges included an 
overwhelming 86% donor dependency for education funding, a concerning 1:4 book ratio, and 83% of 
first-grade students being unable to read and write due to teacher shortages and overcrowded 
classrooms. 

The discussions emphasized that educational challenges could be addressed through passionate 
advocacy efforts. Participants stressed the importance of petitioning authorities through formal 
channels and approaching system criticism constructively. The regional nature of these challenges 
highlighted the need for coordinated responses across Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Malawi, particularly in 
addressing teacher welfare issues, with reports of educators going unpaid for up to four months in 
some areas.

3.4 Green Night 

To conclude the NSC, STARs convened a Green Night dinner which was attended by all delegates. The 
hosting of the Green Night was inspired by the growing body of knowledge on the nexus between 
climate justice and the shared desire of universal health coverage. This nexus shows visible patterns 
and trends when juxtaposed with development facets such as gender equity and equality, the farming 
and agricultural sectors of developing countries, just energy transitioning for women in rural areas 
and the financing of competing socio-economic rights. The objectives of the Green Night were to 
trigger a sharp sense of personal responsibility amongst students to be active players in innovative 
climate change adaptation and mitigation responses and to expand the knowledge of delegates and 
understanding the nexus between climate change and health. 

All delegates attended the Green Night event putting on green attire. The green color is symbolic with 
the intentional actions to preserve the planet including its plants, marine life, people and the greater 

mainland. The green color and attire brought in a shared vision that young people can use their 
individual and collective power in sustainable development that balances economic growth, social 
prosperity, and the environment. 

The event commenced with the showcasing of the first Bridge Show episode on the nexus between 
Climate change and SRHR with support from UNFPA. STARs had an appreciation of Climate change 
significant impacts on sexual and reproductive health and rights of their peers in communities.  For 
instance, climate change was said to be an agent for gender-based violence, including harmful practices 
such as the request for transactional sex to commute from one place to another during heavy rains. 
STARs shared sentiments for the urgent need to integrate SRHR into climate policies to enhance 
resilience and ensure vulnerable populations are protected. The Bridge show acted as an effective tool 
to engage the STARs in discussions about climate change and SRHR and become active agents for 
climate health advocacy. Additionally, the bridge show fostered a sense of community and 
collaboration among STARs, encouraging them to share their experiences and ideas throughout the 
Green Night. 

The NCC Chairperson delivered the keynote address encouraging students to be more proactive in 
keeping their environment safe. She gave inference to the growing frequency and magnitude of floods 
and droughts in Zimbabwe. Reference was also made to cyclone Idai and how it impacted mostly on 
women and girls during and after the floods. She further encouraged young people to think of how 
they can harness emerging information in communication technologies so that communities are better 
prepared to respond to and manage all climate change induced natural disasters. Furthermore, the NCC 
chairperson encouraged the young researchers to expand their research enquiries to include climate 
change and environmental management. The NCC chairperson thanked all delegates for showing up in 
creative and beautiful green attire and went on to officially close the green night.
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The charts below present the results of the NSC Survey conducted on December 6, 2024. The survey 
aimed to assess whether students were aware of the conference before attending and, if so, how 
they learned about it.

Were you aware of the National Student’s Conference (NSC) before attending?
80 responses

If you selected ‘Yes’ How did you hear about the NSC?
69 responses

A total of 80 responses were received from the survey link shared in a WhatsApp group with 159 
members. This indicates a response rate of approximately 50%. Of the respondents, 87.5% 
reported having prior knowledge of the conference, while 12.5% indicated they had not heard 
about it before attending.

NSC Survey

12.5%

Yes

No

87.5%

22



Delegates
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 Name  Designation  

1 Miah Charlayne 
Tsinakwadi 

2024 NCC Chairperson – University of Zimbabwe  

2 Hildabertha 
Rwambiwa 

Programs Assistant 

3 Charlton Mapfaka National Coordinator- Mugota/Ixhiba Young Men’s Forum 

4 Thamsanqa Dennis 
Dumile 

Graduate Trainee  

5 Thembani Khumalo Graduate Trainee 

6 Adrilla Chinhamo Graduate Trainee 

7 Belinda Sibanda Graduate Trainee 

8 Alexa J Sumbureru Peer Educator  

9 Kelvin Bepete Tb Champion  

10 Mallon 
Bvumbamera 

Former NCC Member  

 

Planning Committee

2024 National Coordinating Committee – Youth Sounding Board 

 Name  Designation  

1 Louis Aperezuka Vice Chairperson – Bindura University of Science and Technology 
2 Kudakwashe Paradzai Information and Advocacy – Harare Institute of Technology  
3 Emmanuel D 

Nyakudya 
Membership Secretary – National University of Science and 
Technology  

4 Merjury Gatahwi Gender Secretary – Gwanda State University  
5 Patience Manatsa Treasurer General – Morgenster Teachers College  
6 Tambukirayi 

Tadiwanashe Organising Secretary – Marymount Teachers College  
7 Christine Mabhande Programs, M & E Secretary – Mlezu Agriculture College  
8 Blessing Duri HIV & SRHR Secretary – Chinhoyi University of Technology  
9 Gerald Chechita Member – Manicaland State University of Applied Sciences  
10 Tapiwanashe L Gava Member – Midlands State University 
11 Sean Jaboon Member – Reformed Church University 
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High-Level Delegates 

 Name Designation  
1 Mr. Darlington Damba Director Tertiary Education Programs,  

Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Innovation, Science and Technology 
Development 

2 Mr. Kapuma Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education, 
Science and Technology Development 

3 Mr. Osward Mudhunguyo,  Deputy Director Youth Empowerment, 
Ministry of Youth Empowerment, 
Development and Vocational Training 

4 Dr J Kwaramba                                    Dean of Students, University of 
Zimbabwe 

5 Lyman Khumbula UZ Lecturer, Specialist Sonographer, Fetal 
Medicine Sub-Specialist, Implementation 
Science Researcher 

6 S. Mudavanhu  Dean of Students, Harare Institute of 
Technology  

7 Proffesor J. Matunhu                              Director of Tokwemkosi Multidisciplinary 
Research Institute and Mentor of the 
2024 SAYWHAT Young Researchers’ 
Initiative Programme 

8 Professor Dr. Choolwe Professor of Political Economy and Global 
Health, University of Amsterdam 

9 Dr. Rongedzayi Fambisayi Extraordinary Research Fellow at Faculty 
of Law, Northwest University 

10 Dr. Grant Murewanhema NIH Fogarty UCGHI Global Fellow, 
Obstetrician, Gynaecologist, 
Epidemiologist, and Global Health 
Research Fellow 

11 Mr. White Michael Wicking Programs officer, Embassy of Sweden in 
Harare 

12 Dr. D. Parirenyatwa  President, Society for Aids in Africa 
13 Virginia Muwanigwa CEO, Zimbabwe Gender Commission  
14 Panashe Chandiwana 2023 NCC Chairperson  
15 Chengeto Pasipanodya 2023 NCC Member 
16 Ebenezer Nobela 2023 NCC Member 
17 Onius Sumbo Dean of Students Great Zimbabwe 

University 
18 Winnie Machiyeni Dean Of Students Masvingo Polytechnic  
19 Phillip Amutoko University Of Namibia 
20 Naeline Kamim University Of Namibia 
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Student Representatives

 Name  Institution  

1 Samantha Matanga Africa University  
2 Wilson Hazangwi Africa University  
3 Mashanda Esnathy Belvedere Teachers’ College 
4 Manyowa Coster Belvedere Teachers’ College 
5 

Ancella Chingombe 
Bindura University of Science 
Education 

6 
Chantel Mupopa 

Bindura University of Science 
Education 

7 
Elliah Kausiyo 

Bindura University of Science 
Education 

8 
Kelvin Hove 

Bindura University of Science 
Education 

9 Penelope Chibaya Bondolfi Agricultural College  
10 Vusumuzi Mbano Bondolfi Agricultural College  
11 Tafadzwa Mwedzi Catholic University in Zimbabwe  
12 Tinaye Munetsi  Catholic University in Zimbabwe  
13 Anotida Mujuta Chibhero Agricultural College   
14 Gelian T Bika Chibhero Agricultural College   
15 Tanyanyiwa Gwati Chinhoyi University of Technology 
16 Rutendo Chinyowa Chinhoyi University of Technology 
17 Fortunate Chiponera Danhiko Industrial College 
18 Tinashe Munashe  Danhiko Industrial College 
19 Thabisile Dube Esigodini Agricultural College  
20 Talent Magwaba Esigodini Agricultural College 
21 Greator Muzhinji Great Zimbabwe University 
22 Buhle Gumede  Great Zimbabwe University 
23 Destiny M Kubasa Great Zimbabwe University 
24 Tanyaradzwa Makwasha Great Zimbabwe University 
25 Nyasha Andrew Maturure Gwanda State University 
26 Glaudate Tadya Gwanda State University  
27 Rufaro Mutunga Gwebi Agricultural College 
28 Manyame Tsungirirai Gwebi Agricultural College  
29 Juliet Zinyimo Gweru Polytechnic 
30 Munashe Mutandwa  Gweru Polytechnic 
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31 Carson Chinyepe Harare Institute of Technology  
32 Tatenda Chirovamavi Harare Institute of Technology  
33 Charles Chinyani Harare Polytechnic  
34 Anita Muchanyuka  Harare Polytechnic 
35 Natasha Musabayane Hillside Teachers’ College 
36 Ncube Nelson Hillside Teachers’ College 
37 Tawanda Mukoma Hillside Teachers’ College 
38 Morelight Musiyiwa Hillside Teachers’ College 
39 Diane Ngozo Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic 
40 Tafadzwa Ndarubva T Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic 
41 

Musona Lynmary 
Kushinga Phikelela Agricultural 
College  

42 
Munyaradzi Makuni 

Kushinga Phikelela Agricultural 
College 

43 
Bhake Yvonne T  

Kushinga Phikelela Agricultural 
College 

44 
Soka Anesu  

Kushinga Phikelela Agricultural 
College 

45 Kelly Ganda Kwekwe Polytechnic 
46 Tapiwanashe Chikwenhere Kwekwe Polytecnic   
47 Elliard H Kupfuma Lupane State University  
48 Mvikeli Ndlovu Lupane State University 
49 Cebolenkosi Ncube Lupane State University 
50 Tatenda Mhurushoma Madziwa Teachers’ College  
51 Sithembinkosi Maphosa Madziwa Teachers’ College  
52 Trish Nyamowa Magamba Vocational Training College  
53 Solem Matsatswa Magamba Vocational Training College  
54 

Chioneso E. Mtakiwa 
Manicaland State University of 
Applied Science 

55 
Gideon Moyo 

Manicaland State University of 
Applied Science 

56 Obriel Matsaure Marymount Teacher’s College 
57 Rumbidzai Choga Marymount Teacher’s College 
58 Edmore Mutikani Masvingo Teachers’ College  
59 Tanaka Chiza Masvingo Teachers’ College 
60 Haron Ben Mazowe Veterinary College  
61 Marlon Jeza Mazowe Veterinary College  
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62 Leeroy Mpofu Midlands State University 
63 Michelyn Pestia Mutemagawu Midlands State University Zvishavane 
64 Musonda Kudakwashe Midlands State University  
65 

Donald Jose 
Midlands State University School of 
Social Welfare  

66 
Primrose  

Midlands State University School of 
Social Welfare  

67 Shumba Ngonidzashe Mkoba Teachers’ College 
68 Everjoyce Manyengavana Mkoba Teachers’ College 
69 Ruramai Mombe Mlezu Teachers’ College  
70 Enock Kangena Mlezu Teachers’ College 
71 Kudzaishe Matare Morgenster Teachers’ College 
72 Brenda Shariwa Morgenster Teachers’ College  
73 Cecilia Mahara Morgan Zintec Teachers College 
74 Kelvin Karichi  Morgan Zintec Teachers College 
75 Brian Kanyati Msasa Industrial  
76 Sandra Makoche  Msasa Industrial  
77 Penniel Kadodo Mutare Polytechnic 
78 Tashinga Ushe Mutare Polytechnic 
79 Pascal Kaporoma Mutare Polytechnic 
80 Majury Mlambo Mutare Teacher’s College 
81 Daniel Dingara Mutare Teacher’s College 
82 

Roy Muzondo 
National University of Science and 
Technology 

83 
Nomalanga Ndlovu 

National University of Science and 
Technology 

84 
Natasha Musindo 

National University of Science and 
Technology 

85 
Cladius Mharakurwa 

National University of Science and 
Technology 

86 
Gideon Mhlanga 

National University of Science and 
Technology 

87 Vimbai Kwashi Reformed Church University  
88 Tanaka B Manatsa Reformed Church University  
89 Cynthia Chipunga Rio Tinto Agricultural College  
90 Ishmael Elias Rio Tinto Agricultural College  
91 Bandira Kudzai Seke Teachers College  
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92 Shadreck Gumbo  Seke Teacher’s College 
93 Sandra Kufa Shamva Agricultural College  
94 Tinovimbanashe Kambaza Shamva Agricultural College  
95 Siamisang Katisi Solusi University  
96 Clementine Mdlongwa  Solusi University  
97 Marian Musiwarwo United College of Education  
98 Simalake Hope United College of Education  
99 Yemurai Muchato University of Zimbabwe  
100 Lisbon Tsvarayi University of Zimbabwe 
101 Rutendo Rusere University of Zimbabwe 
102 Brenda Mudehwe University of Zimbabwe  
103 Nigel Shereni University of Zimbabwe  
104 Sibusiso-Namhla Dick Westgate Industrial Technical College 
105 Ronald Rushambwa Westgate Industrial Technical College 
106 

Kudakwashe B Musoni 
Women’s University in Africa- 
Marondera 

107 
Kudzai Isabel 

Women’s University in Africa- 
Marondera 

108 Kudzai Mutize Women’s University in Africa – Harare  
109 Virginia Omega Women’s University in Africa – Harare  
110 Carlos Tsvarai Zimbabwe School Of Mines  
111 Amana Hawa Zimbabwe School Of Mines  
112 Khulekani Denzel Sibindi Zimbabwe Open University  
113 Tinotenda Munodawafa  Zimbabwe Open University  
114 Ntandoyenkosi Khumalo  Zimbabwe Research Indaba Facilitator  
115 Vivian Mangani   Zambia YRIP Fellow  
116 Kundai Watambgwa  Malawi YRIP Fellow  
117 Salvador Ricardo  Mozambique YRIP Fellow  
118 Martha Mupariwa   Zimbabwe YRIP Fellow  
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Focal Persons 

 Name  Institution  

1 Usai Andrew  Belvedere Teachers Training College  
2 

Masvaure 
Bindura University of Science 
Education 

3 Ms Kanjanda Bondolfee Teachers’ College  
4 Mureriwa  Catholic University of Zimbabwe  
5 Dr Winnie Zembe Chinhoyi University of Zimbabwe  
6 Letiwe Dube Danhiko Industrial College  
7 Dube Buhlebenkosi  Esigodini Agricultural College  
8 Ms V Zimudzi Great Zimbabwe University 
9 Thokozile Dliwayo Gwanda State University  
10 Mrs Chingarande Gwebi Agricultural College  
11 Chibvamushure O Gweru Polytechnic  
12 T Mutsambwa Harare Polytechnic  
13 Simiso Gumbo Hwange Teachers College  
14 Nozinhle Ncube  Hillside Teacher’s College  
15 Tichakunda Hove  Joshua Mqabuko Nkomo Polytechnic 
16 

Patience Rupande  
Kushinga Phikelela Agricultural 
College  

17 Brightman Gavi Kwekwe Polytechnic  
18 Daniso Ndlovu Lupane State University  
19 Mrs Mugabe Madziwa Teachers’ College  
20 Thandiwe Dube Magamba Vocational Training Centre  
21 Moffat Machingura Manicaland State University 
22 Ruth Mupanda Marymount Teachers’ College 
23 Ms W Machiyeni Masvingo Polytechnic 
24 Mrs Sibanda  Masvingo Teachers’ College  
25 Irene Masawi Mazowe Veterinary College  
26 Magret Muchikichi Midlands State University  
27 

Sister Toga  
Midlands State University School of 
Social Welfare 

28 Everpolite Marima Mkoba Teachers’ College 
29 Ndlovu Anna Kudzai Mlezu Agricultural College  
30 Meda Dorothy Morgan Zintec Teachers College  
31 Mr Masunda Morgenstar Teachers’ College 
32 Sauti Collen Msasa Industrial Training College  
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33 Gamuchirai Mundangepfupfu Mutare Polytechnic 
34 Abigail Sauti Mutare Teachers’ College 
35 

Sibonile Madhodha 
National University of Science 
Technology 

36 Mr Mataru Reformed Church University 
37 Agnecious Murove Rio Tinto Agricultural College 
38 Nyariri Praxton Shamva Agricultural College  
39 Vani Kakwere  Seke Teachers College  
40 Ndlovu Mlanguli Solusi University  
41 Evison Chirume University Of Zimbabwe 
42 Farayi Madiro Westgate Teachers’ College  
43 Esnath Matangira Women’s University in Africa 
44 Jane Kutsirai Women’s University in Africa 
45 Khesiwe Ndlovu  Zimbabwe School of Mines  
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Partner Organizations 

 Name  Institution  

1  AmnestyRachel Jambo  
3 Mulenga Chingambo CRHE Zambia  
4 Aggie Bob Chang  CYCEC 
5 Respect Tsvanhu  FACET  
6 Tracy Mandala GAYO 
7 Nyasha Muzadzi  GIRL UP Zimbabwe  
8 Melody Mukundwi  JAHWO  
9  Amnesty 
10  Liquid Tech Panashe Chikukwa  
11  MUSASARumbidzai Chibanda  
12 Joe Daniels  Joe Daniels Ministries  
13 Jamaila Calu  MULEIDE, Mozambique 
14 Aaron Chansa  NAQEZ Zambia  
15 Rejoice Makawa  Panenyaya  
16 Cleopatra Makura  Pangea  
17 Clemio Mangwenya  SAFAIDS 
18 Trevor Oahile  SARSYC Botswana  
19 Sylvester Chiweza  SARSYC Malawi 
20 Chrispin Kapepula  SARSYC Zambia  
21 Wankumbu Simukonda  SARSYC Zambia  
22 Ekenia Chifamba   Shamwari Yemwanasikana 
23 Ricarda Steele  Stop TB Partnership  
24 Victoria James  Stop TB Partnership Zimbabwe  
25 Dr Tobayiwa  Stop TB Partnership Zimbabwe  
26 Ronald  Stop TB Partnership Zimbabwe  
27 Nadine Kawiwa  Tukwatha Namibia 
28 Philip Amutoko UNAM Namibia  
29 Angela Naobes  UNAM Namibia 
30 Penelope Kasere  UNFPA  
31 Belinda Shayamano  First -Sun Alliance 
32 Makore Nyika First -Sun Alliance 
33 Tendekayi Boyiwa First -Sun Alliance 
34 Tatenda Masarira ZINWA 
35 Joyline Makeleni Musasa  
36 Mrs. S. Simunyu Women in Sport (Harare Athletic Board) 

 
 

Roselina Muzerengi
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Secretariat 

 Name  Role  
1 Jimmy Wilford    Executive Director  
2 Shantel Wilford  Graduate Trainee  
3 Nontsikelelo Mazinki  Head Of HR  
4 

Jairos Mutore  
Business Development and Partnership Management 
Officer  

5 Alexio Marikiti  Research Officer  
6 Dorcas Chikorova  Head Of Programs  
7 Praisegod Masunga   Regional Projects Coordinator  
8 Esinathy Sibanda   Provincial Programs Officer - Bulawayo and Matabeleland 
9 Valencia Zhou  Bulawayo Volunteer  
10 Lisa Nkala  Bulawayo Volunteer  
11 Khoselihle Mdlongwa  Matabeleland Volunteer  
12 Rumbidzai Mabuto  Provincial Programs Officer – Harare and Mashonaland  
13 Tatenda Chihava  Mashonaland Volunteer  
14 Nkosilomusa Ngwenya  Provincial Programs Officer – Masvingo and Midlands  
15 Redemption Chirovese  Masvingo Volunteer  
16 Linda Supiya  Acting Provincial Programs Officer – Manicaland  
17 

Johnson Nyama  
Head Of Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and 
Learning  

18 Vanessa Maturure  Monitoring And Evaluation Officer  
19 Melisa Chikukwa Finance Officer   
20 Memory Marimira  Admin Officer  
21 Leocadia Muleya  Assistant Admin Officer  
22 Trycourse Karigambi  Logistician  
23 Denver Chakupiwa  Office Orderly  
24 Elvis Muzira  Project Lead Yca4sotra 
25 Isabella Michael  Communications And Advocacy Lead  
26 George Semwayo  Multimedia Officer  
27 Gugulethu Ncube  Community Manager  
28 Blessings Nyamhunga  Comm And Advocacy Volunteer  
29 Linda Mataka  Child Protection and Call Centre Officer  
30 Kudzaishe Chidembo Call Centre Volunteer  
31 Desire Sithole Call Centre Volunteer  
32 Rufaro Chidodo Call Centre Volunteer  
33 Chipo Mukwata Call Centre Volunteer  
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34 Isheanotida Makosa Call Centre Volunteer  
35 Idah Maringire Call Centre Volunteer  
 

Rapporteurs 

1 Sendisa Ndlovu   Lead Rapporteur  
2 Shamiso Mutape   Assistant Rapporteur   
3 Muchoto Yemurai UZ Rapporteur 
 

House Of Talents Dance Group 

 Name Role 
1 Sharon Matare Dancer 
2 Melissa Mahungo Dancer 
3 Ruvarashe Mtandwa Dancer 
4 Mazvita Nyadome Dancer 
5 Ruvarashe Mkombwe Dancer 
6 Avant Nyika Dancer 
7 Kingsley Marsinary Dancer 
8 Admore Simango Dancer 
9 Michael Mubvumbi Dancer 
10 Sonly Mahamba Dancer 
11 Tinotenda Madzinga Dancer 
12 Alex Girimwe Dancer 
13 Tatenda Munyadziwa Dancer 
14 Fortune Sithole Dancer 
15 Leon Makurano Dancer 
16 Brednon Marechera Dancer 
17 Caurage Shumba Dancer 
18 Blessing Thomas Dancer 

 

Choices 2 Delegates

1 Charity Chikazhe Choices 2 
2 Tsisti Mkembgwe Choices 2 
3 Nigel Pairemanzi Choices 2 
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Journalists

Orathon Participants

 Name Institution 
1 Patricia Mashiri Zim Now  
2 Ivan Zhakata The Herald  
3 Kudakwashe Pembere Health Times  
4
5
6

 Anyway Yotamu Harare Times

Evidence Mhlanga ZBC
Shelton Rakabopa ZBC

 
 

Name Surname Distance 
1  Maita  Samushonga 8km 
2 Melody  Samushonga 8km 
3 Nokutenda Petros 8km 
4 Nokutenda Petros 8km 
5 Lisa Nkala 8km 
6 Tiwonge Muntali 8km 
7 Providence Providence 8km 
8 Esinathy Sibanda 8km 
9 Mollen Ruzawi 8km 
10  Davies Taurai Nyatsanza 8km 
11  Beatrice Moyo 16km 
12  Joshua Chirikutsi 16km 
13  Joshua Chirikutsi 16km 
14  Kurai Makumbe 16km 
15  Jevous Mudziki 21km  
16  Ropafadzo Amanda Banhwa 21km  
17  Daniel Madzore 21km  
18  Patricia Dengu 21km  
19  William Tsvuura 21km  
20 Lyman Khumbula 21km  
21  Tatenda Masarira 8km 
22 Claudious Marakurwa 21km  
23 Ngonidzashe Mangoma 8km 
24 Yvonne Bosha 8km 
25 Alice Chatyoka 8km 
26 Susan Palanji 8km 
27 Esther Mukaruka 8km 
28 Daina Marufu 8km 
29 Portia Mukarati 8km 
30 Karota Malitinyu 8km 
31  Christinah Muparadzi 8km 
32 Gladys Chiwozhwa 8km 
33 Gregt Muradzikwa 8km 
34 Hezron Mbishi 8km 
35 Maraki Barure 8km 
36 Levison Hannock 8km 
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Name Surname Distance 
34 Hezron Mbishi 8km 
35 Maraki Barure 8km 
36 Levison Hannock 8km 
37 Spencer Chirenje 8km 
38 Tracy Chafuka 8km 
39 Sarudzai Mukonachimwe 8km 
40 Alexander Kambuzuma 8km 
41  Shereen Ndoro 8km 
42 Leonard Changaira 8km 
43 Kudakwashe Nyamwandura 8km 
44 Phanuel Chikumba 8km 
45 Raina Mutau 8km 
46 Edwel Manyewe 8km 
47 Demetria Toromani 8km 
48 Tsitsidzashe Phiri 8km 
49 Dadirai Saopa 8km 
50 Njimile Tambula 8km 
51  Sharon Mwasinga 8km 
52 Maslin Jaison 8km 
53 Forgiveness Mufandaedza 8km 
54 Sarudzai Zuze 8km 
55 Richard Kamwendo 8km 
56 Sbongile Munandi 8km 
57 Talent Muchenga 8km 
58 Alvert Marume 8km 
59 Evelyn Bwoni 8km 
60 Ruvarashe Mangombe 8km 
61  Emily Chikono 8km 
62 Lucia Kugarika 8km 
63 Nyasha Dishon 8km 
64 Terrance Mhlanga 8km 
65 Tinei Menyani 8km 
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24 Jefferson Road, Logan Park, Hatfield, Harare, Zimbabwe
Web: www.saywhat.org.zw  / Email: saywhat@mweb.co.zw

Saywhat SAYWHAT SAYWHAT

37 Spencer Chirenje 8km 
38 Tracy Chafuka 8km 
39 Sarudzai Mukonachimwe 8km 
40 Alexander Kambuzuma 8km 
41  Shereen Ndoro 8km 
42 Leonard Changaira 8km 
43 Kudakwashe Nyamwandura 8km 
44 Phanuel Chikumba 8km 
45 Raina Mutau 8km 


